
ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Population change

The location, size, rate and type of 
population change have implications 
for social infrastructure planning, 
urban design and community 
cohesion.

Will the development result in 
a change to the age structure, 
household composition or permanence 
of the resident population? 
Will the development result in the 
displacement of current residents, 
visitors and/or workers?
Will the development increase the 
size of the population significantly in a 
short period of time?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on population change below:

Positive Impacts: 

NEED HELP? 
www.wollondilly.nsw.gov.au  |  council@wollondilly.nsw.gov.au 
4677 1100  |  62-64 Menangle St, Picton NSW 2571

SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT 
COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR COMPLETING
THIS FORM

Applicants of developments and planning proposals where Social and Health 
Impact Assessment is required must complete this form. The completed 
form should either be provided to Council with any pre-lodgement meeting 
documentation (if applicable) or included with any development application, 
neighbourhood plan or planning proposal (unless it has been determined that a 
CSHIR is required instead).  

1. ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS

PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT

TRIGGER: 
(See table 1 of Guidelines)



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Healthy Lifestyle 

Urban design influences. participation 
in physical activity, such as walking, 
cycling, children’s play and other 
activities (including walking to public 
transport), promoting healthy lifestyles 
and reducing the risk of disease and 
mortality. 

A range of parks and open spaces 
as well as the public domain provide 
important venues for physical activity 
and social interaction; these need to 
be well distributed across catchments.

Will the development encourage
walking and cycling as convenient,
safe and appealing forms of access?
Do the location, proximity, design, range 
and management of open space cater 
to the needs of all user groups?
Is open space consistent with the 
Charter for Open Space?
Will the development be likely to alter 
existing physical activity, or future 
opportunities to participate in physical 
activity?
Will the development contribute to the 
neighbourhood’s walkability, particularly 
in terms of connectivity, density and land 
use mix?

Negative Impacts: 

Describe the proposed measures you have/will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, 
reduce, or mitigate any negative impacts resulting from population change:



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on healthy lifestyle below: 

Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 

Describe the proposed measures you have/will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, 
reduce, or mitigate any negative impacts to support a healthy lifestyle:



ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Healthy 
Communities

Health is not just the absence of 
disease. Healthy communities are 
places where water and air quality 
are good, there are opportunities for 
relaxation, there is good access to 
fresh food and local produce and
people are able to locally access the 
supportive services they need.

Healthy communities are ones where 
people can walk and cycle around 
their neighbourhoods, where higher 
density development is within walking 
distance to local centres, public 
transport and local services and 
where people have opportunities for 
informal interaction.

Will the proposal impact (positively 
or negatively) on the health of the 
community?

Would the proposal create more 
opportunities for access to fresh food 
and local produce?

Will the proposal support an increase in 
supportive social infrastructure (services 
and/or facilities) in the community? 

Does the density proposed match the 
walkable distance from the town centre?

Will the proposal contribute to the 
walkability of the neighbourhood? Will 
the proposal support active transport 
options?

Will the proposal encourage 
opportunities for informal interaction?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on overall health of the community below:

 Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 

SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM



ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Social Cohesion and 
Sense of Belonging

Community connectedness, 
established through social networks 
and opportunities for incidental contact, 
helps people access the emotional and 
practical resources they need. A sense 
of belonging and cultural association 
with ‘place’ makes people feel valued 
and is a major contributor to strong 
communities and good health.

Perceived trust along with shared 
values have a direct and positive 
effect on health and wellbeing.

The absence of physical and social 
barriers promotes social interaction, 
social cohesion and belonging.

Will the development impact (positively 
or adversely) on the strength of the 
community’s social networks, capacity 
for self help, identity or resilience?

Will the development impact on an 
area or item of value or importance to 
the community?
Will the development create or alter 
any physical or social barriers within or 
between communities?

Will the development promote 
integration with adjacent communities 
(e.g. through design, access to 
facilities, co-operative action)?

Will the development ensure public 
access to the public domain (including 
privately owned and managed public 
domain such asshopping centres)?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on community identity and/or a sense of belonging 
in the locality/Shire.

 Positive Impacts: 

SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

Describe the proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid,  
reduce, or mitigate any negative impacts on community health and well-being:



 Negative Impacts: 

Describe the proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce,  
or mitigate any negative impacts on community cohesion and/or a sense of belonging:

SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Housing 

Housing conditions impact on community 
health and wellbeing in a number of 
ways. Housing affordability and security 
are key factors in overcoming poverty, 
and influence access to employment and 
training opportunities. Housing stability 
helps maintain stable social networks.

Housing mix encourages social 
diversity, stimulating social interaction 
and inclusion. Concentrated social 
disadvantage is associated with poorer 
health outcomes.

Design of both housing and the 
neighbourhood influences the extent to 
which different groups’ needs are met.

Will the development result in a mix of 
housing types and sizes?

Will the development be appropriate 
to meet local needs and the needs of 
special groups?

Will the development result in the 
displacement of existing residents, or 
alter the availability of affordable housing 
or boarding housing?

Will the development be likely to 
result in or alter concentrated social 
disadvantage?

Does neighbourhood design promote 
inclusion of different social groups and 
promote social interaction?



ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on housing diversity locality/and/or Shire?

Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 

Describe the proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce,  
or mitigate any negative impacts on housing diversity:

SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM



ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Accessibility  
and Mobility

The location of housing, education, 
employment and community services 
and facilities in proximity to public 
transport, cycling and walking 
networks enhances their accessibility.

Good connective infrastructure and 
universal access design benefits 
everyone in the community.

Is the development appropriately 
located to maximise accessibility to 
public transport, pedestrian and cycle 
networks.

Does the proposal consider and provide 
measures to ensure universal access?

Will the proposal result in particular 
group in the community being excluded 
or having limited in their access?

Will someone with reduced mobility 
have trouble accessing and/or moving 
around this proposed development?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on physical access to and from places, spaces  
and transport?
 Positive Impacts: 

 
Negative Impacts: 

SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM



ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Community 
Safety

Feelings of being safe and reducing 
opportunities for crime is important to 
community wellbeing.

When people feel safe in their 
community they are able to go about 
their daily lives without fear for their 
safety or the safety of others.

Design of buildings, places and 
neighbourhoods can impact on 
community safety. Good design 
aims to reduce opportunities for 
opportunistic crime and is supportive 
of the safety of the community.

Has the proposal considered the 
principles of Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED)? Such 
as natural surveillance, access control, 
territorial reinforcement and space 
management.

Does the proposal have potential 
to change the way people feel 
about their safety in the community/
neighbourhood/street?

Is adequate lighting proposed to ensure 
safe night time use?

Has appropriate surveillance 
technologies been proposed?

Can the design and /or proposal be 
altered to improve community safety?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on crime and safety (including perceived) in the 
locality/Shire.
 Positive Impacts: 

SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

Describe the proposed measures you will use to avoid, reduce, or mitigate any negative impacts  
on accessibility:



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

 Negative Impacts: 

Describe your proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, 
or mitigate any negative impacts on crime and feelings of safety:

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Access to  
Employment  
and Training

Access to employment and education 
are key factors in influencing a 
community’s ability to function 
effectively, to be resilient, and to enjoy 
good health outcomes.  
Costly travel expenses can be a 
barrier to people on low incomes 
accessing work and/or education.  
Diverse local employment 
opportunities reduce the risk of 
unemployment and income disparity, 
which both result in poorer social and 
health outcomes.

Will the development alter the number 
or diversity of jobs available to the local 
community?

Will employment and education 
be readily accessible from the 
development?



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact the quantity and/or diversity of local employment
opportunities (temporary or permanent) or increase/decrease opportunities to access local training 
and further education?

 Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 

Describe your proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, 
or mitigate any negative impacts on the local employment and education and training opportunities:



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Local Economy

Strong local economies support 
community wellbeing through support 
of local employment opportunities, 
promotion of business opportunities, 
tourism activities and local 
entertainment options.

Will the proposal impact (positively or 
negatively) on the existing/emerging 
local economy?   
Is the proposal supportive of new 
economic opportunities in the 
community?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on the local economy:
 Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 

 

Describe your proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, 
or mitigate any negative impacts on the local economy:



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Cultural and  
Community 
Significance

Items and places of cultural and 
community significance help to foster a 
sense of local identity and belonging.

These places can be spiritually 
significant and can be culturally 
important to groups within the 
community.

These places can also represent 
connections to the past and can create 
a focal point to help people to feel 
involved and welcome, and
encourage community participation.

Have areas of community and cultural 
significance been investigated and 
considered?

Are any areas or places of cultural and 
community significance located within 
the proposal site?

Will the proposal impact (positively 
or negatively) on existing items or 
places of cultural and/or community 
significance?

Has the community been consulted 
about this?

Are measures proposed to reduce 
or remove impact on cultural and 
community significant areas?

Does the proposal have the potential to 
create new items or places of cultural 
and/or community significance?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on items or places of cultural or community significance.

 Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Cultural and  
Community 
Significance

Items and places of cultural and 
community significance help to foster a 
sense of local identity and belonging.

These places can be spiritually 
significant and can be culturally 
important to groups within the 
community.

These places can also represent 
connections to the past and can create 
a focal point to help people to feel 
involved and welcome, and
encourage community participation.

Have areas of community and cultural 
significance been investigated and 
considered?

Are any areas or places of cultural and 
community significance located within 
the proposal site?

Will the proposal impact (positively 
or negatively) on existing items or 
places of cultural and/or community 
significance?

Has the community been consulted 
about this?

Are measures proposed to reduce 
or remove impact on cultural and 
community significant areas?

Does the proposal have the potential to 
create new items or places of cultural 
and/or community significance?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on items or places of cultural or community significance.

 Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 



Describe the proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, or 
mitigate any negative impacts on items or places of cultural or community significance:

SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Arts and  
Creative  
Activities

Opportunities for engagement 
in the arts and creative activities 
represents an important dimension of 
community wellbeing by building social 
connections within groups and across
communities.

Will the proposal impact (positively or 
negatively) on the existing/emerging 
local economy? 

Is the proposal supportive of new 
economic opportunities in the 
community?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on existingand/or future arts and creative activities 
in the locality/The Shire
 Positive Impacts: 



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

 Negative Impacts: 

Describe your proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, 
or mitigate any negative impacts on arts and creative activities in the locality/Shire:

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Supportive 
Communities and 
needs of specific 

Population Groups

Supportive communities are inclusive 
communities that provide adequate 
services and facilities for everyone in 
the community.

Communities are made up of a 
number of different population 
sub groups.These groups can be 
based on but not limited to, age, 
disadvantage and advantage, health 
status, ability, religion and/or culture.

It is important that the specific needs 
of the relevant population subgroups 
are considered and planned for in any 
proposal for change.

What subgroups in the community will 
be impacted by this proposal?

Has adequate consideration been 
given to the specific needs of this 
group/s?

How can the proposal address specific 
needs of different subgroups?

Can the proposal be amended to be 
more inclusive?

Does the proposal comply with the 
relevant Government Policy and 
Regulations?



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on theneeds of specific groups in the community 
(please list these community groups and the impacts specific to these groups).

 Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 

Describe your proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, 
or mitigate any negative impacts on the needs of specific population groups:



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Participation in 
Community Life

Strong healthy communities are 
communities where people have 
opportunities to participate in 
community life and are able to 
develop strong community networks.

What opportunities are in the 
community to support participation in 
community life?

Will the proposal alter any of these? 

Would the proposal cause anxiety or 
reduce trust?

Will the proposal integrate or conflict 
with the surrounding community?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on opportunities to participate in community life:

 Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

Describe your proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, 
or mitigate any negative impacts on the opportunities to participate in community life:

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Impact on Amenity 
(pleasantness) 

of Place and 
Surroundings

Places with good amenity have a 
strong positive impact on health and 
wellbeing. They contribute greatly to 
happiness, which brings significant 
health benefits. They also encourage 
people to spend time outside their 
homes, which boosts incidental social 
interaction andcommunity participation.

Good amenity also helps to build a 
sense of community stewardship over 
public areas and improves the ongoing 
maintenance and management of a
neighbourhood.

Will the proposal have a positive or 
negative impact on amenity of the 
place and its surroundings?

How can any positive impacts be 
amplified? How can any negative 
impacts be mitigated?

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on the amenity or enjoyment of the area:
 Positive Impacts: 



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

 Negative Impacts: 

Describe your proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, 
or mitigate any negative impacts on the amenity or enjoyment of the area:

ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
IMPACT CATEGORY RELEVANCE SCOPING QUESTIONS

Impact on 
Urban Heat

Urban heat is a growing problem in 
Australia, and can lead to poor social 
and health outcomes. In addition to 
heat-related illnesses, it can lead to 
an over-reliance on air conditioning, 
inequity because of increased risks 
for people who do not have access 
to air conditioning, and a lack of 
social connection during hot weather 
as people stay at home. Planning 
should consider the need for shade 
and for cool area sanctuaries that are 
accessible to all and not restricted to 
libraries and commercial premises.

Will the proposal have a positive or 
negative impact on urban heat and 
people’s options for coping with urban 
heat?

How can any positive impacts be 
amplified? How can any negative 
impacts be mitigated?



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

ASSESSMENT 

Briefly describe how the development will impact on urban heat or people’s options for dealing with 
urban heat. 

 Positive Impacts: 

Negative Impacts: 

Describe your proposed measures you will use (which may include social benefits) to avoid, reduce, 
or mitigate any negative impacts on urban heat or people’s options for dealing with urban heat. 

Paul Graham
Cross-Out



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

2. ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR CHANGES TO PLANNING  
    INSTRUMENTS AND MASTER PLANS

Will the proposal generate the need for additional community facilities such as:
      - affordable and flexible community meeting spaces
      - affordable community office space to support government and non-government services.
      - recreational facilities (indoor and outdoor)

Will the proposal generate the need for additional public transport and what measures are proposed 
to address this demand?



SOCIAL AND HEALTH IMPACT COMMENT ASSESSMENT FORM

3. OVERALL SUMMARY OF OUTCOMES AND PROPOSED MITIGATIONS
 Please provide a summary of findings and proposed mitigations

Paul Graham
Inserted Text
the


	Text Field 2: The Oaks – Oakdale population in 2021 was 9845, which made up 18.2% of Wollondilly’s 54,039 population.  In 2041, The Oaks – Oakdale population of 10,230 will make up 11.3% of the 90,356 residents that are forecast to live in Wollondilly.

The median age of the population in The Oaks – Oakdale in 2021 was 38.40. In 2041 the median age will be significantly older, at 45.55. The age group in the Oaks – Oakdale SA2 contributing to that significant change will be those in the older age brackets, from 65 onward. This group will make up 19.4% of the 10,230 residents. The number of children and young people is forecast to decline, from 20.1% in 2021 to 15.8% of the total population in 2041.

Profile id. data for Oakdale - Nattai - National Park shows no change in numbers of couple families with dependents in 2041, however small area data for ‘The Oaks – Belimba Park – Glenmore’ may be more instructive given that new dwellings in Oakdale are more likely to be family oriented. It is estimated that ‘Couple families with dependents' will continue to be the largest single group in ‘The Oaks – Belimba Park – Glenmore’, however ‘Couples without dependants’ will be the largest group in ‘Oakdale - Nattai - National Park’.

Adopting the occupancy rate of 3.1 persons per household and an estimated yield of 185 dwellings, the incoming population generated by the planning proposal is a population of approximately 570 people.  

Based on the characteristics of the forecast populations, and the proposed dwelling types (low density residential likely to be predominantly three bedroom homes), indicate a likelihood that the incoming population will be predominately made up of families with children. 

While these characteristics are predominantly consistent with the current population, families moving to the area may 'balance' the increasing older population, but also contribute more young people. These population characteristics are likely to add a level of diversity to the area. 

The social infrastructure needs of the incoming population generated by the planning proposal are likely to be met through existing provision.

It is likely that contributions or in-kind works required to comply with Council's contribution plan and the state government's Housing and Productivity Contribution will result in additional open space or open space embellishments, as well as contributions to community facilities. 

New or upgraded open space and/or facilities will benefit the whole community. Shared use of these facilities are likely to encourage more social interaction have a positive impact on community cohesion. 





	Text Field 1: Proposed Residential Housing, 1828 Barkers Lodge Road, Oakdale 
	Text Field 3: Planning Proposal
	Text Field 5: Council and the proponent will investigate opportunities to enhance or provide social infrastructure items through a Voluntary Planning Agreement in lieu of, or in combination with, Section 7.11 contributions. Social infrastructure items for discussion may include, but not be limited to:
an upgrade of Willis Park children’s playground to cater for older children / all abilities
an upgrade of area immediately surrounding Willis Park children’s playground for use as gathering and picnic areas, 

creating community gathering space and picnic area at the rear of Oakdale Community Hall

an upgrade of the existing tennis courts

providing a multipurpose court in the vacant space adjacent to the tennis court

contribution to the renewal / upgrade of Oakdale Community Hall

improving lighting in Willis Park for evening training sessions

a masterplan for Willis Park to inform improvements

enhancements to Picton Library and Cultural Centre.

	Text Field 4: There is unlikely to be lasting negative impacts as a result of the incoming population generated by the planning proposal.

The local shopping centre provides limited goods and services, and the additional population may increase demand, however residents in Oakdale likely travel elsewhere to larger town centres to satisfy higher order needs, including goods and services.


	Text Field 6: Willis Park adjoins the site, and features a full size soccer field, practice field and a cricket pitch. Outdoor gym facilities, a children’s playground, informal BMX track and an amenities building are located on the Burragorang Road end of the park.

Along Egans Road and behind the Community Hall (currently closed but proposed for upgrades through the West Invest grant scheme) there are two functional tennis courts, plus a vacant area the size of a tennis court that is unused.

This infrastructure provides for walkable, convenient opportunities for active and passive recreation, and social interactions for a range of age groups. 

While there is a range of social infrastructure within walking distance of the proposed development, close by facilities are likely to meet a diversity of healthy lifestyle needs.

Four kilometres west of the Oakdale centre is Burragorang State Recreation Area (SRA). The Area is a property of NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and includes a lookout over the Burragorang Valley flooded by the dammed water of Warragamba Dam, picnic facilities and a small venue that can be hired for functions.

To the east of the Oakdale Centre in the suburb of The Oaks is Dudley Chesham Sports Ground. Wollondilly Shire Council has recently adopted a Master Plan for the site which provide several upgrades. The Ground's current and future facilities will include: 
• multipurpose amenities building
• pony and tennis clubhouse
• junior and senior rugby league fields
• cricket pitch and oval
• cricket nets
• special event space 
• children’s playground (infant and junior)
• skate park
• walking and cycling trail.

Close by Willis Park is currently unlikely to be consistent with all 10 principles identified in the NSW Open Space Charter.

Contributions by the proponent can be aimed at and promote Willis Park to align more with several of the state government's Public Open Space Charter principles to make the Park more 'Open and Welcoming', 'Community focused', add to the 'Local character and identity', support 'Local business  and economies' be 'Safe and secure', and be 'Designed for place'.  
	Text Field 7: There are unlikely to be negative impacts on healthy lifestyles.



	Text Field 8: Council and the proponent will investigate opportunities to enhance or provide social infrastructure items through a Voluntary Planning Agreement in lieu of, or in combination with, Section 7.11 contributions. Social infrastructure items for discussion may include, but not be limited to:

an upgrade of Willis Park children’s playground to cater for older children / all abilities

an upgrade of area immediately surrounding Willis Park children’s playground for use as gathering and picnic areas

creating community gathering space and picnic area at the rear of Oakdale Community Hall

an upgrade of the existing tennis courts

providing a multipurpose court in the vacant space adjacent to the tennis court

contribution to the renewal / upgrade of Oakdale Community Hall

improving lighting in Willis Park for evening training sessions

a masterplan for Willis Park to inform improvements

enhancements to Picton Library and Cultural Centre.

	Text Field 9: Oakdale Village is within walking distance of the site which provides some goods and services to meet daily needs. 

Willis Park provides space for a range of recreation activity, as well as opportunities to participate in sports like football and cricket.

Contributions offered by the proponent are likely to increase the passive and active recreation offer in the area. 

The population increase generated by the planning proposal will create greater demand for goods and services locally. In time the private sector is likely to respond to population increases in the form of more and larger food and produce outlets, as well as the supportive services they need, which will contribute to economic development and employment. 

These changes will benefit the entire community in a number of ways. In terms of healthy lifestyle benefits, this will mean more people are likely to walk to a centre close by with a greater range of goods and services. Greater walkability creates additional opportunities for social interactions. Greater walkability reduces traffic congestion that relieves stress, provides more opportunities for healthy activities, and reduces greenhouse emissions. 

Many characteristics of living in rural or semi rural areas, and the small towns located within them, are particularly appealing to many residents. Fewer crowds and traffic, close and connected communities, wide-open spaces and a slower pace of life can be  significant attractors.

Current residents in Oakdale predominantly travel elsewhere to larger town centres to satisfy higher order needs, including accessing social infrastructure and services.   

As identified in the 'Oakdale Centre Detailed Report (2020)', beyond any occasional needs, residents of the suburb typically travel to Camden and Narellan via Burragorang Road for regular groceries, health, and other professional services. 


	Text Field 10: Like most Sydney localities, and to a greater extent regional communities, private motor vehicles are the main form of transport. Analysis of car ownership in 2021 indicates 72% of households in Wollondilly Shire had access to two or more motor vehicles, compared to 46% in Greater Sydney.

Like other residents in Oakdale, the incoming population generated by the planning proposal is likely to depend on private motor vehicles in may instances 

Increased traffic and travel times do have negative impacts on individual and community health.









	Text Field 12: A population increase that includes characteristics that are similar to the existing community is likely to contribute to social cohesion.  For the same reason, incoming residents are likely to experience a sense of belonging.

Additional community members with similar characteristics living in low density residential dwellings close to neighbours and proximal to open space, a community hall and small shopping village are likely to cultivate social networks.

Ugraded / addition social infrastructure is likely to provide more opportunities to cultivate social interaction and cohesion. 
sense of belonging. 
	Text Field 11: The proponent and Council will investigate opportunities to create better connectivity between the Oaks Town Centre and existing social infrastructure through the provision (of part thereof) of cycling and pedestrian paths in lieu of Section 7.11 contributions.
	Text Field 13: The increase in the population generated by the proposal may be viewed by existing residents as contrary or detracting from the composition of a rural community.
	Text Field 14: Council and the proponent will investigate opportunities to enhance or provide social infrastructure items through a Voluntary Planning Agreement in lieu of, or in combination with, Section 7.11 contributions. 




	Text Field 18: None required.
	Text Field 15: Housing plays a critical role in the health and wellbeing of Australians. It serves the basic human need for physical shelter and contributes to physical, psychological, health and emotional security. Home ownership in particular provides people with security of housing tenure and long-term social and economic benefits. 

According to the 2022 NSW Population Projections, NSW will need to house an additional 85,000 people every year for the next 20 years. By 2041, the population will reach 3.7 million in regional NSW. The NSW Department of Planning and Environment estimates that to meet these projections the state will require an additional 904,000 homes over the next 20 years, including 16,700 homes per year in regional NSW.

Apartment and in fill development in Sydney has not been matched by the creation of detached housing. Further, existing housing stock and market prices has meant that detached dwellings are out of financial reach for many people, especially those with children.  

The Proposal for the site identifies up to 185 lots, enabling a supply of housing in a relatively affordable part of Greater Sydney in a location that offers the lifestyle of a semi-rural village. The average proposed dwelling lot size of 606m2 is in keeping with the character of Oakdale and represents a significantly more generous lot size than the 375m2 median lot size for new release areas in the Sydney Metropolitan area. The proposed subdivision will provide a range of lot sizes ensuring housing products that offer greater choice to consumers. 

According to the NSW Government 'Low and mid rise housing policy, NSW needs more low- and mid-rise housing to fill the gap between detached homes and high-rise apartment buildings. By delivering more variety in low- and mid-rise housing, a balance can be achieved between preserving the character and value of our neighbourhoods while catering to changing community needs. 

It is likely that new residential development in Oakdale will be more affordable than urban areas of Sydney.



	Text Field 16: There are no negative impacts associated with the provision of additional housing.
	Text Field 19: The proposed development will comply with all accessibility requirements and provide permeability that will assist incoming residents move around the development area. As a matter of course the proposed development will comply with universal design measures.

The proponent and Council will investigate opportunities to create better connectivity between the Oaks Town Centre and existing social infrastructure through the provision (of part thereof) of cycling and pedestrian paths through a planning agreement or in lieu of, or combination with, Section 7.11 contributions. This will address some of the connectivity issues that currently restrict access and mobility in the surrounding area.  

The movement of pedestrians and cyclists will be facilitated by the new shared pathways along Burragorang Road and Barkers Lodge Road as per Council's Oakdale Cycleway map. These shared pathways will connect the site with the local school, shops, Willis Park and community hall. 

Transport services within the Oakdale area are provided by the local bus service operated by Busways which run along Burragorang Road connecting to Camden and provides further access to the wider transport network. 

There are bus stops along Burragorang Road directly in front of the development site.
	Text Field 20: There is unlikely to be negative impacts related to access and mobility.


	Text Field 22: Increased activation of the site is likely to increase passive surveillance around the area, including Willis Park.  This may reduce criminal intent, but also contribute to perceptions of community safety.  

The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) is a statistical and research agency within the Department of Attorney General and Justice. The Bureau maintains a data base which consists of criminal incidents reported to police and recorded on the NSW Police Force's Computerised Operational Policing System (COPS). 

Data for Oakdale over the two years from June 2022 to June 2024, shows the most frequent crimes reported in Oakdale were incidents of domestic assault, malicious damage to property and trespass on a residential premises (7). Both incidents of domestic violence and trespass were higher than the rate per 100,000 than Wollondilly LGA and NSW.

The NSW Government Transport for NSW Centre for Road Safety prepare reports that provide information on casualties and crashes in NSW over a five-year period. Information for the Wollondilly LGA shows there were no casualties or crashes around the site along Burragorang Road or Barkers Lodge Road between 2017 and 2021.




	Text Field 21: The proponent and Council will investigate opportunities to create better connectivity between the Oaks Town Centre and existing social infrastructure through the provision (of part thereof) of cycling and pedestrian paths through a planning agreement or in lieu of, or combination with, Section 7.11 contributions. This will address some of the connectivity issues that currently restrict access and mobility in the surrounding area.  
	Text Field 23: There is unlikely to be any negative impacts on community safety. 
	Text Field 24: A Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) report will be submitted with the development application to mitigate the potential for criminal activity around the proposed development. 

A Traffic Impact Assessment including recommendations for traffic management around the site will be prepared as part of the Development application.
	Text Field 25: Oakdale shopping village currently has a small convenience store, takeaway outlet, bottle shop, post office and healthcare centre. There is also a small primary school. The Oaks offers local convenience services, a hotel, primary school, airstrip and museum. 

Both these centres currently offer local, small scale employment opportunities.

There are several  employment precincts planned for Wollondilly and surrounding areas that will be accessible to new residents. The Wester Sydney Aerotropolis a 30 – 40 minute drive from Oakdale, is expected to support around 28,000 jobs by 2031 48,000 by 2041, and at full operation an anticipated 60,000 jobs.

Wilton has been designated as a priority growth area by the Department of Planning and Environment. Approximately 30 minutes’ drive from Oakdale, key features of planning for Wilton include approximately 60,000sqm of retail and business space, and a target of 15,000 new jobs.

Appin is included in the Greater Macarthur 2040 Interim Plan which aims to transform the area not a thriving residential and employment area. A Retail and Employment Study undertaken by Urbis to support the Appin Structure Plan anticipates 12,800 jobs could be generated over the long term across the area as a result of the proposed development. 

This includes approximately 4,550 jobs within the proposed local centre and the neighbourhood centres, and approximately 10,000 jobs in the Moreton Park Road Enterprise Area, located directly adjacent to the structure plan.

The key employment sectors in Wollondilly LGA include mining, manufacturing and construction, education, retail trade, health care, agriculture, forestry and fishing. 
	Text Field 26: Some residents may be required to travel significant distances to access jobs and education services.

Increase in traffic and associated impacts including stress, carbon emissions etc.
	Text Field 28: The proponent and Council will investigate opportunities to create better connectivity between the Oaks Town Centre and existing social infrastructure through the provision (of part thereof) of cycling and pedestrian paths through a planning agreement or in lieu of, or combination with, Section 7.11 contributions. This will address some of the connectivity issues that currently restrict access to the local high school and some employment opportunities. 
	Text Field 29: Over recent decades, there has been increasing recognition that migration into more rural regions is driving complex and far-reaching processes of demographic, economic, social, cultural and land-use change. 

These changes include an increase in business and employment opportunities, and enhanced services and infrastructure. 

There is the potential for economic development resulting from new business ventures in Oakdale, as well as those in The Oaks, Picton and Camden, in response to the demand generated by the incoming population and expanded customer base.

The proposed Project will have immediate positive impacts on the local economy due to construction activity, and there is also likely to be indirect local economic development stimulated by the construction phase. 

Construction had the highest local sales in 2021/22 in Wollondilly, generating $1,058 million in sales to local consumers, businesses and other organisations. Mining was Wollondilly’s most productive industry in 2021/2022, generating $502 million. 


	Text Field 30: There is unlikely to be any negative impacts to the local economy.
	Text Field 31: None required.
	Text Field 32: According to the 2021 census, 345 or 3.6% of The Oaks – Oakdale population were First Nations People Wollondilly had a higher representation of First Nations People at 43%, with the NSW average at 3.3%. 

The NSW Government Architect Connecting with Country Draft Framework is a framework for developing connections with Country that can inform the planning, design, and delivery of built environment projects in NSW. The Framework aims to achieve three long term goals to:

reduce the impacts of natural events such as fire, drought, and flooding through sustainable land and water use practices.

value and respect Aboriginal cultural knowledge with Aboriginal people co-leading design and development of all NSW infrastructure projects.

ensure Country is cared for appropriately and sensitive sites are protected by Aboriginal people having access to their homelands to continue their cultural practices.

The Proposal will creates a opportunity to incorporate Aboriginal interpretive elements such as stories and song lines in key locations within the site as part of Connecting with Country. Connecting with Country measures will be identified by working with local Elders.

The application of Connecting with Country principles will represent connections to the past for First Nations people and create a focal point to help the community feel
involved and welcome, and encourage community participation.

According to the ACHR, there is no impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage on the site.
	Text Field 33: The change from a rural to a more urbanized environment may create a values conflict and may result in negative community sentiment.  

The ‘rural idyll’ created by traditional agricultural activities and other land uses on the site may be perceived as being compromised because of the proposed urbanisation. 

With mitigation measures in place, these impacts have been assessed as minimal.

	Text Field 34: The proponent will provide ongoing engagement with the community to ensure they are kept informed on the proposed development.

The proponent will engage with local First Nations Elders to develop Connecting to Country principles that will be incorporated in the landscape design.  
	Text Field 35: Council and the proponent will investigate opportunities to enhance or provide social infrastructure items through a Voluntary Planning Agreement in lieu of, or in combination with, Section 7.11 contributions. This may include contributions to a contribution to the renewal / upgrade of Oakdale Community Hall, which may be available for community arts activities. The VPA offer may also include enhancements to Picton Library and Cultural Centre.


	Text Field 36: There is unlikely to be any negative impacts on arts and creative activities.
	Text Field 37: None required.
	Text Field 38: The proposed development will increase the housing offer and diversity in Wollondilly and Greater Sydney in line with government policy.
	Text Field 39: There is unlikely to be any negative impacts related to the support of communities and the needs of specific population groups.  
	Text Field 40: None required.
	Text Field 41: The incoming population and the resulting population increase will create more occasion for social interaction and building community connections.

The proximity to Willis park will encourage participation. Proposed Park and other improvements including the all abilities playground will make it more of a community focal point. 

There will also be community participation opportunities offered in the Oakdale Community Hall.
	Text Field 42: There is unlikely to be any negative impacts related to participation in community life.
	Text Field 44: Amenity is the pleasantness, attractiveness, desirability or utility of a place, facility, building or feature. Amenity is important to communities and other stakeholders. In some instances, local amenity can be adversely impacted by development.

The low-density dwellings proposed and larger lots are in keeping with the existing urban structure, and a logical extension to existing village footprint.

Infrastructure improvements proposed for Willis Park and other amenities is likely to improve amenity.

Proposed conservation of at least 3.4 ha of native vegetation adjoining Willis Park and increasing the tree canopy is likely to improve amenity.

	Text Field 43: None required.
	Text Field 45: There are likely to be temporary negative impacts on amenity during the construction phase, which may be caused by construction traffic, noise and vibration, and dust.

	Text Field 46: The proponent will prepare and submit the following with the Development Application with suitable mitigation measures:

Construction vehicle management plan

Noise and vibration impact assessment 
	Text Field 47: Wollodilly’s Local Strategic Planning Statement identifies urban heat as being one of the chronic stresses for the LGA and recognizes the importance of urban tress canopies particularly as part of residential areas, for their ability to offer shade and cooling and reduce urban heat, as well as providing habitat to wildlife, improve local air quality, absorb carbon and rainfall, reduced risk of skin cancer, offer recreational and social benefits.

Improved amenity and a reduction of urban heat will be achieved by conserving at least 3.4 ha of native vegetation adjoining Willis Park, and environmental amenity by increasing tree canopy.
	Text Field 48: None required.
	Text Field 49: The proponent will prepare and submit a landscape and conservation management plan with the Development Application that identifies the development will:

increase the tree canopy.

conserve native vegetation.
	Text Field 50: Nearby social infrastructure that has the capacity to meet the day to day needs of a local population has many health and wellbeing benefits for residents, and ultimately for the Shire.

However, upgrades to existing social infrastructure will complement Oakdale village and meet broader community needs for additional and improved facilities.

Currently, Willis Park including the children’s playground and fitness station, Oakdale Community Hall and tennis court area, and their proximity to the shopping village and public school, provide a strong community focal point.

Contributions toward the upgrade of existing and the addition of new facilities, and improved opportunities to access these facilities through better connectivity, will help meet the needs of current and future Oakdale populations.
	Text Field 51: The additional population of 700 people is unlikely to place increasing demand on public transport services.

School pick up and drop off is a major contributor to traffic congestion. Oakdale primary school is a short walk away from the site, and this will negate the need for a number of students to travel on public transport.

Further, the 2021 Census revealed only 28 people (0.1% of the local population) indicated they used a bus to travel to work, and 198 by train, which may indicate the existing network does not adequately meet the travel needs of the community, but also meaning there is likely to be excess capacity on the public transport network to accommodate an incoming population.


	Text Field 52: There are considerably more positive than negative impacts that result from the planning proposal.

The major positive impact is the provision of additional housing. The Proposal for the site identifies up to 160 lots, enabling a supply of housing in a relatively affordable part of Greater Sydney in a location that offers the lifestyle of a semi-rural village. 

The proposed minimum lot size of 700m2 is in keeping with the character of Oakdale and represents a more generous lot size than is generally available in housing release areas in  Greater Sydney Metropolitan area, providing a housing product that offers greater choice to consumers. 

While existing social infrastructure is likely to meet the needs of an additional 700 people, enhancements proposed through contributions offered by the proponent will provide further opportunities for physical activity and social interactions for the entire community.

Oakdale Village provides limited goods and services, however there is a convenience store that is likely to service some daily grocery needs.

The proposed development is close by the local primary school, which may reduce the need for some parents to drop off and pick up and subsequent traffic congestion.

For higher order goods and services not offered in Oakdale Village or The Oaks, as well as employment opportunities, incoming residents, like those existing, will need to travel to major centres like Picton and Camden.  

Further, there are several  employment precincts planned for Wollondilly and surrounding areas that will be accessible to new residents. The Wester Sydney Aerotropolis, Wilton and Appin will provide significant job opportunities for local people.  

While it is likely that most higher order goods and services, as well as employment will  be accessed by private motor vehicle, these areas are within or close to a 30-minute travel isochrone, identified by the Greater Sydney Commission as a travel time goal for future urban growth planning.

Lastly, there are several passive and active recreation opportunities close to the site. While these facilities are likely to have the capacity to accommodate the incoming population generated by the planning proposal, contributions offered by the proponent are likely to improve existing social infrastructure to benefit the entire community. 





